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LEARNING NEW WORDS – VOCABULARY

Systematic vocabulary teaching will make a real difference to a student’s ability to understand and participate in a range of curriculum areas:

You will need to:

· Identify key words for the topic

· Find pictures or objects to match the key words

· Introduce key words BEFORE talking about the topic in detail

· Give extra information about meaning, e.g. association, categories

· Reinforced in the topic lesson

· Revise vocabulary regularly

· Check understanding and use of focus vocabulary
Selecting Target Vocabulary

Key points to consider:

· Which words are central to understanding the topic?

· Which words will you be using most frequently?

· Which words will be most useful to the child in real situations?

You will need to think about:

· Selecting a variety of nouns, verbs, adjectives 

· The child’s interests

· Whether there are other, more basic words which the child needs to understand first

· Number of words the child is likely to learn

· Links to the pupil’s IEP

· Links to National Curriculum vocabulary

Ideas for teaching vocabulary robustly

Get the child to consider the following for each word:

· Attributes – colour / size / texture

· Location – where would you find it?

· Function – what do you do with it?

· Related words – categories

Adapted from ‘Talking Points 2: Including Pupils with Language and Communication Difficulties’


