Wolverhampton Speech and Language Therapy Department


LANGUAGE DIFFICULTIES IN THE CLASSROOM

	DIFFICULTY
	EXAMPLES OF IMPACT ON LEARNING
	EXAMPLES OF CLASSROOM STRATEGIES
	EXAMPLES OF SPECIFIC ACTIVITIES

	Attention and listening
	Difficulties switching from one task to another.

Tendency not to respond when whole class is addressed.

Difficulties listening in group situations.
	Prepare pupils for changes in routine.

Gain attention by using the child’s name.

Encourage and give feedback on specific listening skills.
	Teach specific active listening skills.

Teach strategies for asking for clarification.

Work on the development of attention level.

	Auditory memory
	Difficulty following sequence of instructions.

Difficulty remembering details of a story.

Particular difficulty remembering new information and vocabulary when it is presented orally.

Poor organisation.
	Use fewer words when giving instructions.

Break down instructions / information.

Accompany instructions / information with visual material.

Prepare child with key words to listen out for.
	Memory games.

Listen and do the activities.

Games where pupils follow and give instructions.

Teach self help and clarification strategies.


Adapted from ‘Talking Points 2: Including Pupils with Language and Communication Difficulties’


