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HELPING STUDENTS TO UNDERSTAND – RECEPTIVE LANGUAGE

Young people with receptive language difficulties can have problems with:

· Following instructions

· Understanding what’s being said

· Paying attention

· Asking for clarification

· Completing homework

The most useful and significant way you can help pupils having difficulties with understanding is to be aware of the language you use when teaching.

	DIFFICULTIES IN UNDERSTANDING
	STRATEGIES

	KEY WORD LEVEL

All sentences contain a certain number of key words. For example, the sentence ‘put the red pencils in the box under my table’, contains 6 key words that the pupil must understand to complete the instruction correctly.
	Simplify your language

Ensure you match the number of key words to the pupil’s level of understanding – i.e. break down instructions when needed.

	GRAMMAR AND SENTENCE STRUCTURE

These can present significant difficulties for pupils with receptive language problems, and impair their understanding.

Especially: plurals; verb tenses; pronouns; question forms, passives.
	Use simple sentences

Try to avoid passives (e.g. ‘the man was bitten by the dog’) and negatives wherever possible.

	VOCABULARY

The majority of pupils with receptive language difficulties will have difficulties learning and understanding new vocabulary.
	Pre teach core vocabulary and allow opportunities for repetition.

Relate vocabulary to real objects and practical experience wherever possible.

Reinforce with pictures / symbols.

	AUDITORY MEMORY

Auditory memory difficulties can affect a pupil’s ability to recall and process what they have heard.
	Break down instructions into shorter chunks.

Encourage the use of memory strategies, e.g. note taking, visualisation.

	CONCEPTS

Linguistic concepts such as before / after, few / many, hard / soft, same / different, often pose problems for children with receptive language difficulties.
	Accompany abstract ideas with concrete materials / pictures / symbols.

Don’t assume pupils have understood your meaning.

Teach specific meaning of homonyms.

	IDIOM / METAPHOR

Some pupils will have difficulty understanding ambiguity. They may have a very literal understanding of sarcasm or metaphor (e.g. ‘wipe that smile off your face’)
	Try not to use sarcasm or idiomatic language without explanation.


SIMPLE BUT ESSENTIAL STRATEGIES:

· Simplify your language

· Use gesture and visual support

· Encourage pupils to ask for clarification

· Allow time to process spoken language
· Check understanding regularly


Adapted from ‘Talking Points 2: Including Pupils with Language and Communication Difficulties’


