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GIVING INSTRUCTIONS AND INFORMATION

You will need to gain the student’s attention before giving instructions. The following strategies are useful for all children:

· Ensure you have eye contact before giving key information

· Highlight key words by spoken intonation and written back up

· Use visual cues to reinforce what you say, especially for abstract concepts.

· Do not assume understanding. Teach key vocabulary robustly – use repetition and context to ensure words are stored.

· Give the pupil time to process what they hear, and be prepared to repeat if needed.

· Keep instructions short and simple – break long ones down into manageable chunks.

· Give instructions in the order in which they are to be carried out.

· Ask pupils to repeat instructions back to you to make sure they understood them correctly.

· Encourage pupils to write / draw / visualise key points as they hear them to help them to remember what they hear.

· Encourage all pupils to indicate when they have not understood.

· Praise the pupil when they listen, remember, or ask for clarification.

Adapted from ‘Talking Points 2: Including Pupils with Language and Communication Difficulties’


