Wolverhampton Speech and Language Therapy Department


GETTING YOUNG PEOPLE’S ATTENTION AND KEEPING IT

The ability to attend and listen is an essential prerequisite for language development and learning.

Young people with language and communication difficulties frequently have problems with attention. You can use some of the following ideas to help gain children’s attention, and keep it:

· Gain attention by using the student’s name

· Sit the student at the front of the group so it is easier to gain attention, listen and maintain eye contact.

· Reward good listening

· Teach active listening – include taking turns, making notes and asking questions when needed

· Use materials that are interesting, attractive and appropriate to the student’s learning level.

· When changing activities, use an alerting signal to gain attention, e.g. use a bell, hold up your hand.

· Give pupils lots of feedback to praise good listening

· Break down into shorter chunks to complete one at a time

· Reduce noise levels and distractions as much as possible.

Adapted from ‘Talking Points 2: Including Pupils with Language and Communication Difficulties’


