Wolverhampton Speech and Language Therapy Department


HELPING STUDENTS TALK – EXPRESSIVE LANGUAGE

Be aware that some pupils may be reluctant, or unable, to speak up in class. This can be due to a variety of problems – e.g. unintelligible speech, poor vocabulary. It can also cause a variety of problems, e.g. difficulty making friends, difficulty joining in with class discussions.

	Difficulty
	Strategy

	VOCABULARY AND WORD FINDING

Uses only a small number of words

Difficulty learning new words and their meanings

Tip of the tongue phenomena – difficulty retrieving and using words they know

Use of non specific words, e.g. ‘thingy’

Frustration
	Identify and teach key vocabulary

Make links between new and known vocabulary.

Build in lots of opportunities to practice new words

Teach category words

Help the child recall a word by giving them clues

	GRAMMAR

Word order muddled

Difficulty using pronouns, prepositions, negatives and plurals

Difficulty joining words / sentences

Difficulty asking / answering questions
	Model the correct form for the child to hear

Give child time to talk

Teach oral narrative and sequencing skills



	SOUNDS

Cannot make themselves understood

Have a reduced number of sounds in their repertoire

Difficulty coordinating oral movement
	Teach skills such as syllabification and rhyme

Encourage the pupil to use nonverbal means to aid communication, e.g. drawing / gesture

Encourage pupils to reduce rate of speech

Model back correct pronunciation

	CONVERSATION SKILLS (PRAGMATICS)

Difficulty initiating / maintaining conversation

Difficulty staying on a topic

Unable to provide necessary detail for listener to understand

Unable to put feelings into words

Unaware of appropriate language to use with different people
	Teach the rules of conversation – looking / listening / turn taking

Provide opportunities for partner work or small group discussion

Use role play to explore different styles of talk

Find time for the pupil to chat with an adult each day

*see below


*At Aldersley, the speech therapist runs a social communication group on a Thursday morning to work on these skills. If you would like further information about this, please contact Kay Westwood. I am in school on Thursdays.

Simple, but essential strategies:

· Comment rather than question

· Encourage all attempts to communicate

· Model correct forms

· Teach words in categories

· Teach rules of conversation
Adapted from ‘Talking Points 2: Including Pupils with Language and Communication Difficulties’


