Wolverhampton Speech and Language Therapy Department


What are Language and Communication Difficulties (LCD)?

As many as 1 in 6 pupils have some form of LCD. For a significant number of pupils these difficulties can persist throughout their education, although they can be harder to spot at secondary school. LCD may be masked by several other difficulties. For example, children with LCD often demonstrate significant behaviour problems and it is important to consider what is causing this behaviour.

LCD affects the understanding and / or use of spoken language and is associated with attention and listening difficulties, memory and organisational skills, and the development of concepts fundamental to all learning, such as categorisation and sequencing.

LCD impacts on the development of literacy, numeracy, social skills and behaviour. As many as 60 – 90% of children identified with emotional / behavioural problems also have underlying difficulties with language.

There is a lot of evidence to show that children’s language skills develop more effectively if support is linked to their own environments. This is why there has been a shift away from traditional individual speech and language therapy in a clinic, towards working with schools in the classroom. As a result, the responsibility for dealing with language problems lies not only with the speech therapist, but also with teachers and classroom assistants. 

Adapted from ‘Talking Points 2: Including Pupils with Language and Communication Difficulties’


