Wolverhampton Speech and Language Therapy Department


COMMON ASSUMPTIONS

It’s not always easy to recognise a language difficulty and it’s easy to see why it sometimes looks as if the pupil isn’t listening

	WHY DOES MY TEACHER GET CROSS?

I don’t know what to do

I don’t understand

I don’t know that word

I can’t remember

I did it wrong
	WHY DO I GET CROSS?

I don’t know what to do

I don’t understand

I don’t know that word

I can’t remember

I did it wrong



	WHAT DOES MY TEACHER THINK?

He’s not listening

He’s not trying

He’s being naughty

He’s doing it on purpose

He’s stupid
	WHAT DO I THINK?

It’s not fair

It’s not my fault

He talks too much

He talks too fast

It’s hard to listen

I’m fed up

Everyone thinks I’m stupid


It’s very easy for misunderstandings to occur and get in the way of learning.

Adapted from ‘Talking Points 2: Including Pupils with Language and Communication Difficulties’


