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Aldersley High School Prospectus

Welcome from the Headteacher

Welcome to Aldersley High School.

Choosing a secondary school is one of the most important decisions that you
will make. Your child will need to feel safe and secure and be assured that
they will have access to a wide range of opportunities and experiences which
will shape the rest of their life. We believe that your child is entitled to the very
best in education and here, at Aldersley High School, we offer just that. The
outstanding computing and technological facilities enjoyed by the school are
put to full use, by a very caring and committed staff, in ensuring that your child
reaches their full potential.

We believe in hard work and in encouraging achievement of all kinds. Our
approach is founded on a special partnership between you as parents, the
school and your child - education is most successful when parents are closely
involved in their child's development. We will, therefore, work closely with you
to ensure your child achieves the very best.

We believe in setting high standards. We know that with good teaching, a well
disciplined environment and a structured system of guidance and support all
students who attend Aldersley High School will grow into confident, capable
young people, well prepared for adult life.

In the past three years, we have achieved the Artsmark Silver Award, the
Sportsmark Award, the Healthy Schools Award and the Inclusion and SEN
Quality Mark, Gold Level. This is in addition to retaining our status as an
Investor in People and, most importantly, as a leading specialist Technology
College. Our work as a school is achieving national recognition.

This prospectus can only provide an outline of the school and what it can offer
your child. We invite you to visit us and see for yourself.

| look forward to meeting you.

Headteacher



School Ethos

At Aldersley High School we work
hard to create a rich learning
environment for all our students.

Relationships are based on mutual
respect and care for one another.
Within this supportive framework
our students are encouraged to
work together positively and co-
operatively.

We place a strong emphasis on
achievements and successes.
Students are encouraged to value
both their own achievements and
those of others.

A clear disciplinary structure is in

place and understood by all. We

expect good behaviour of our
students but where sanctions are necessary we involve parents at an early
stage. Individual guidance is a key feature of our approach.

Students know that bullying is unacceptable.

At Aldersley High School students are encouraged to report any incidents
they see and so such incidents are rare.

We listen to what our students have to say.

The elected Student Council meets regularly,and three Post 16 students
attend meetings of the Governing Body.

How to Join Us
How to join us at the beginning of Year 7 for the September intake.

Transferring to secondary school can be a challenging time. We take all the
steps we can to ensure that the admission of students to Aldersley High
School is efficient, effective and, most of all, sensitive to the needs of the
student and their family.

Our Primary Transition Co-ordinator will spend time in local primary schools
the term before transfer, talking to the students in Year 6 and their teachers.
In addition to this, all prospective students will spend at least a day at
Aldersley when they will meet their teachers and experience a number of
lessons. This is a very important process and has shown that students are
able to settle more quickly when they arrive in September.

There will also be plenty of opportunities for parents to visit the school. There
is an induction evening for parents held in the term before students transfer to



the school, progress evenings early in the autumn term, as well as Open
evenings and afternoons for prospective students.

If you would like your child to join us at Aldersley High School, you must apply
the Local Authority. To apply to the Authority you will need a CAF 1 form. (The
CAF 1 form should have been provided for you by the Authority in a pack
issued by Primary Schools.)

The LA should receive your application forms by early November in the year
preceding when your child will transfer schools. You will receive a letter from
the Local Authority in March informing you of whether your child has been
allocated a place at this school.

The Governors will offer 170 places each academic year. Where the number
of applications exceeds the number of places available and, therefore, the
school is over- subscribed, the following criteria will be applied in allocating
places. These are set out in priority order.

The 170 places will be offered on the basis of:

a) Where the child is looked after or has a statement of special educational
need for language and communication.

b) Where the child has a brother or sister currently attending the school.

c) Where there are medical grounds (supported by a doctor's certificate) for
admitting the child.

d) Proximity of the child's home to the school, with those living nearer being
accorded the higher priority.

Appeals procedure

Parents may appeal to the school Governors if they are not offered a place.
The intention to appeal must be made to the Chair of Governors within 14
days of the date of the letter refusing a place.

The Admissions Committee of the Governing Body will consider appeals
initially. Should the Committee decide not to offer a place; parents can further
appeal to an independent panel which will be convened for this purpose.

How to join us at other times of the school year an d into other Year
groups

If you have moved house into our area or you wish to move your child from
their current school, you must contact the Local Authority (LA) School
Admissions Department and complete a transfer form. The LA will then pass
your request onto the Schools Placement Panel for a decision.

When the panel has made its decision and we have been notified, you will be
contacted by our Admitting Officer to arrange an admissions meeting, where
you will tour the school and complete our admissions application forms.

We will then contact your child's previous school for information to help us to
place your child in the most appropriate teaching groups to meet her/his
needs. You will be given an admission date at this meeting which will be
approximately two weeks from the meeting date to enable us to obtain the



information we require and to enable you to sort out school uniform,
equipment and so forth.

Your child will be met on the first day at Aldersley by a member of staff and
another student from your child's form who will be his/her 'buddy’ for the first
week to help your child to settle into the routines of the school. On this day
your child will also receive a school planner and a timetable.

How We Teach

Students arrive in Year Seven having
already completed two stages of the
National Curriculum in Primary
Education. Their level of attainment
has been assessed by their teachers
and through national tests (SATS), so
we now have much more information
about your child's ability across a
range of subjects. On arrival at Aldersley, all students will also be given a
Cognitive Ability Test which will allow us to accurately measure their future
potential in a wide range of subjects. Students are carefully assessed
throughout the year and measured against their potential to ensure that work
is challenging and tailored to their particular needs.

A variety of teaching methods are used with individual targets being set for
each student. Regular review of their progress towards these targets is a vital
part of our teaching. All students spend time with their Form Tutor to discuss
their progress following guidance from their subject teachers.

The National Curriculum demands that student experiences in school are
relevant and suited to their level of ability. At Aldersley High School, we have
always sought to achieve this and provide a curriculum that is broad,
balanced and differentiated.

This is also enriched and supported by a wide range of extra curricular
activities. Our Technology College Status ensures that every subject is
delivered and enhanced by using the latest technology. Information and
Technology (IT) is now a central strand that runs through the whole school.



In Years 7 - 9, all students follow programmes of study in the following

subjects:

English
Maths
Science
Technology

Modern Foreign Languages

History
Geography

RE
Citizenship
Music

Art

Dance

ICT

PE

In Years 10 and 11, a wide range of subjects and qualifications are available.
All students will study the following compulsory subjects:

English
Maths
Science
Technology

IT

PE

RE
Citizenship

In addition to this, students need to choose a number of options from the
Humanities, Modern Foreign Languages, Vocational, Arts and Additional

Subjects lists.

As a school at the forefront of curriculum development nationally, we
encourage students to enter examinations when they are ready and not just at
the ages of 14, 16 and eighteen. Our curriculum allows students to be entered
for different qualifications from the age of 13 onwards and provides
appropriate qualification routes for each to follow.



Post 16 Education

The increasing numbers of students wishing to continue in full time education
after their GCSEs has allowed the school to broaden its Post 16 provision. We
now offer a wide range of AS and A2 Levels, Advanced Vocational
gualifications, Level 2 qualifications and provide a core curriculum for all
students whether they follow an A Level or Vocational route. We encourage
all students to consider a combination of academic and vocational subjects
and provide a Key Skills qualification relevant to both. A separate Post 16
prospectus is available on request.

Key Stage 4
GCSE

English Language - Geography
English Literature - History
Mathematics - RE
Science - Art

Design and Technology

French

PE

Media Studies

BTEC Diploma / Certificate (equivalent to 2 GCSES)
IT
Science
Business

Performing Arts
Health and Social Care

BTEC First Certificate in Vocational Studies
ASDAN Level 1 Certificate of Personal Effectiveness
Diplomas in all lines of learning are available through the City-wide

Offer. At Aldersley we deliver Engineering and IT, in line with our
Technology specialism.



Post 16
AS/ A2 Levels

English Literature
Mathematics
Fine Art
Drama
Music
History
Geography
French
Biology
Chemistry
Physics

Advanced Vocational Courses

Business
Information Technology

BTEC

Health and Social Care

Curriculum Enrichment Programme
Adult Literacy and Numeracy

Key Skills

Photography
Film Studies
Psychology
Sociology

ICT

Media Studies
PE

Performing Arts

Health and Social Care

Business

School Facilities

Aldersley High School is a purpose built
school which opened in 1975. Several
projects have resulted in refurbishments
and additions to several curriculum areas
including a Learning Zone and
Performing Arts Complex. The school's
facilities are outstanding.

Classrooms

All subjects have their own suite of
rooms. As each curriculum area is linked

to the computer network, students are able to access and store their own
work on any computer in the school. Each classroom is well equipped with
relevant textbooks and other resources as well as access to computer
facilities and the Internet. Most classrooms are now equipped with interactive

whiteboards.



Information Technology

Information Technology (IT) increasingly forms the basis of most learning in
subject areas. All curriculum areas are linked to the computer network, with
each student having their own directory in which to store their work. There are
five main specialist IT rooms equipped with the latest hardware and Internet
access, with smaller clusters of computers around the school. All students will
also have access to their own E-Mail account within the school's intranet and
we are developing electronic links between home and school.

Resource Based Learning Centre

The Resource Based Learning Centre is a completely re- furbished area that
provides students with access to the highest quality learning resources. The
Centre is equipped with video-conferencing facilities, two fully equipped
computer suites, access to small suites of computers to promote independent
learning, access to an on-line curriculum and other digital resources, reading
and reference material. Staff are on-hand throughout the day to facilitate
learning. The centre is available for students to use from 8.30 - 4.30 pm.

Technology

Aldersley High School was granted Technology College Status in 2000 on the
basis of our innovative approach to technology across the whole school. The
facilities are excellent and include three Multi Material Workshops with
separate design areas, a heat treatment area, Computer suite, Graphics
Room, Electronic room, a Food Technology suite, and a Textiles room.

Science

There are 7 fully equipped science laboratories - four of these are now
housed in a purpose built Science Centre. All the laboratories are furnished
with specialist equipment and there is access to a computer suite and
Preparation Room.

Business and Enterprise Centre

The Business Centre is a purpose built complex housing a computer suite,
conference room and an open access centre for Post 16 students and adult
learners. It was sponsored and supported by Apricot Computers and is an
example of the excellent links we have with local businesses and commerce.

Theatre

The theatre is a multi-purpose space that
has a removable stage and is used for
Drama and Dance performances, school
productions and formal presentations. It is
also used by the local community.

Learning Zone

The Learning Zone, opened in September

2008, is a purpose built multi-functional

learning space which allows for a diverse range of exciting learning and
teaching activities. Presentations to large groups, smaller group work and



individual learning can all be accommodated within this area with the support
of interactive whiteboards and laptop computers.

Community and Sport
The school has first class sporting facilities. These include:

a 20 metre swimming pool

a full size sports hall with provision for badminton, basketball, netball,
volleyball and 5-a-side soccer

a floodlit outdoor hardcourt area suitable for netball, tennis or soccer
training

four outdoor soccer pitches and one hockey pitch

summer provision for athletics which includes a 400 metre track

a large theatre area

a purpose built Dance Studio

a fitness suite

We encourage all community members to make use of our facilities. We work
closely with local community agencies and Wolverhampton College to ensure
an effective community education programme.

English and English Literature

English at Key Stage 3 follows a rich programme of study including units that
enable learners to develop their skills in speaking and listening, reading and
writing. A full range of texts are studied covering different periods and places
in time, both contemporary and historical. Poetry, drama, Shakespeare and
media are some of the text types learners will have access to.

Learners are assessed on a regular basis with information used to track their
progress through the key stage.

Every opportunity is taken for students to explore different uses of English and
to enjoy the freedom of choice in the kind of books they read for pleasure,
completing a reading log to support their reading. They will have the
opportunity to speak in different situations and to work with the community,
writing texts for younger students to enjoy.

Key stage 3 English is the foundation where skills in reading, writing, speaking
and listening can be developed to support progression in Key Stage 4 and
beyond.

In Key Stage 4 students will work through the GCSE syllabus for English
Language and English Literature which will enable them to develop their
creative/critical skills in Speaking and Listening, Writing and Reading.
Students will study a range of critical texts including works by Steinbeck, Duffy
and Armitage.

Students are also encouraged to attend regular theatre visits. A-Level
students have the opportunity to extend their knowledge of the set texts by
attending performances of texts set for examination whenever this is possible.



Mathematics

In Mathematics lessons we follow the National
Numeracy Strategy which is a continuation of the
work covered in Primary School. The aim of the
faculty is to ensure that every student builds on
what they have learnt at Key Stage 2 and
realises their full mathematical potential. All
students will be set and put into the most
appropriate group to maximise their individual
learning needs.

ICT will be a key feature of teaching and

learning, with all 6 Mathematics Rooms

equipped with interactive whiteboards. The

faculty also has access to ICT suites and their own laptops. All students will
make use of graphical calculators at appropriate times in their studies.

Students who join us who haven't reached the expected level of attainment
will be supported and given the opportunity to take a progress test at the end
of Year 7. Gifted and talented students benefit from enrichment activities and
will take part in the U.K. Mathematics Challenge. We are also able to provide
a Mathematics pack for parents to support their child with their homework.

At Key Stage 4 the GCSE qualification is available at two levels, Foundation
and Higher. The course meets the needs of the National Curriculum and
provides the skills that are necessary for students’ future careers. Studying
Higher Level mathematics can provide direct access to A level Mathematics.

Science

Science is taught in a suite of dedicated
laboratories, all of which have computers and
internet access and 4 presently have an interactive
whiteboard. Students also have access to ICT
rooms and laptops. Teaching staff are further
supported by a team of science technicians who
assist students in practical work.

At Key Stage 3 students are set on their scientific
ability and placed in the most appropriate group to
meet their learning needs. Students follow the
National Curriculum and are expected to complete
mini projects and specific tasks at home, based on
topics within each theme being studied at school.

At Key Stage 4 there are two courses available; both courses are level 2. The
BTEC First Certificate in Applied Science is a vocational based course and



students complete three units — chemistry applications, physical science
applications and biological systems. The OCR GCSE Gateway Science
Double Award covers three areas of science — chemistry, physics and biology
and is the academic route to A level Sciences.

At Key Stage 5 students can choose to do AS/A2 Level Biology and
Chemistry. Both courses build on knowledge of the Gateway Science GCSE
taken at Key Stage 4. Future level 3 courses to be introduced will be the
BTEC National Award in Applied Science (Forensic Science). This is the
natural progression route for the BTEC certificate taken in Key Stage 4.

Design & Technology

Technology is a cutting edge subject at Aldersley with the latest Computer
Aided Design and Manufacture equipment. The facilities are constantly
evolving and offer fantastic experiences for students within Key Stage 3, 4
and 5. We offer opportunities for working in a wide range of materials
including Systems and Control, Food, Textiles, Graphics and Resistant
Materials.

Students develop skills within all five areas at Key Stage 3 and then have the
opportunity to take a GCSE in Product Design at Key Stage 4. Students also
have the opportunity to follow an Engineering Diploma course at either
Foundation or Higher level. They can then further indulge their passion for
Technology at AS and A2 Level by studying Product Design or Advanced
Diploma in Engineering.

We have fantastic ICT facilities in all our rooms including a purpose build
CAD/CAM suite. We also have an advanced Systems and Control workshop
with a developing interactive town and a newly refurbished textiles room.

At KS3 students follow the NC programme of study with the added opportunity
of gaining a Bronze and Silver Award from The Design and Technology
Association recognising their progress, effort and achievement in food skills.

We celebrate our student's success and achievement through vibrant,
interesting displays of their work and through the Technology Achievement
board which recognises those students who have made significant progress
at GCSE level and above.

We also support initiatives such as Bronze, Silver and Gold CREST awards,
EES, Audi Design Awards, Rotary Innovator of the year, Young Engineers
and Young Foresight and the many accreditations within Food.

Modern Foreign Languages

Language learning at Aldersley High School is both challenging and fun! From
Years 7 - 9 students will learn how to communicate in French exploring lots of
different topics, including pets, food, favourite pastimes and holidays. At the



same time, students are able to achieve qualifications through the CBLC
scheme for Modern Foreign Languages.

In Years 10 and 11 students can study a GCSE in French.
There are opportunities for Post 16 students to follow AS/A2 level courses.

All students in Modern Foreign Languages have access to computers with the
benefits of E-mail and the Internet. Students also have the opportunity to visit
target language countries to practice their language skills, and learn about
different cultures and, of course, make new friends!

Humanities

History

History at Aldersley High School is an innovating subject which practices life
skills such as source handling, evaluating opinions and communicating ideas.
You will have the opportunity to extend your work through research using the
Resource Based Learning Centre and the Internet. History is relevant,
challenging and exciting.

In Year 7 History is taught as part of an integrated humanities subject —
students have a whole day of Humanities. In years 8 and 9 students have two
lessons a week and cover The Tudors and Stuarts, The Black Peoples of the
Americas, the Victorians, the era of World War One and the Twentieth
Century World.

At Key Stage 4 students can take a GCSE in History and AS/A2 level History
is available at Key Stage 5.

Geography

Geography is the study of where places are, what they are like, what life is
like in them and how and why they are changing.

In Year 7 Geography is taught as part of an integrated humanities subject —
students have a whole day of Humanities. Over the three years in Geography
students will look at a wide range of topics at a variety of different scales,
local, national and global. Students look at their local environment and how it
is changing along with how the world population is changing. They will look at
how our world is changing due to physical elements.

At Key Stage 4 students can take a GCSE in Geography and AS/A2 level
Geography is available at Key Stage 5.

Religious Education

RE has been called the "Science of
Life" because through this subject
students grapple with meaningful
guestions such as, "What does it
mean to be human?”, "What
happens when | die?", "Does life



have a purpose?", "Why is there suffering in the world today?"

In Year 7 RE is taught as part of an integrated humanities subject — students
have a whole day of Humanities. In years 8 and 9 students cover studies of
Islam, Festivals and Pilgrimages, Martin Luther King and Prejudice and
Discrimination.

The school has no direct affiliation with any particular religious denomination.
While the majority of assemblies are, as the law requires, Christian in nature,
considerable emphasis is also given to other faiths.

The right of parents to withdraw their children from either Religious Education
or collective worship has been enshrined in legislation since 1944 and this
remains to be the case. The school cannot refuse such a request and parents
are not obliged to give their reasons. The school has no obligation to provide
an alternative, only that the pupil is under proper supervision. If a student is
withdrawn from Religious Education then the school would expect that
alternative, appropriate work would be provided by the parent.

Citizenship

In Year 7 Citizenship is taught as part of an integrated humanities subject —
students have a whole day of humanities. In years 8 and 9 students learn
about The Law, Rights, The Global Village, Politics, the media and having
your say.

At Key Stage 4 students follow a short course GCSE in Citizenship.

Arts Policy

The school is firmly committed to promoting all arts subjects both within and
beyond the curriculum.

The school holds an Artsmark (Silver) Award in acknowledgement of its
excellent Arts provision. Students are given the opportunity to express
themselves in practical situations across a wide range of disciplines and are
encouraged to explore the relationship between the various art forms. The
Arts provision develops cultural, social and historical perspectives, as well as
students' own self- confidence, and involves links with external Arts groups to
widen the experiences of all our students.

Art

We have a lively and highly successful Art Department. In Key Stage 3
students will develop their skills of observation and investigation using a wide
range of techniques.

In Key Stage 4 students can opt into the GCSE Art and Design course and
combined with our close links with Wolverhampton Art Gallery, students
benefit form a wide range of resources. Students who continue into Post 16
Education can follow AS and A2 Art qualifications.



Performing Arts

The Performing Arts faculty consists of Dance, Drama and Music. All students
in Key Stage 3 have lessons in each discipline. In each subject students
devise, perform and evaluate. An emphasis on collaboration, co-operation
and celebration exists within each discipline. Common themes are explored in
order to have an inter-disciplinary approach at certain times of the year.
Students are given the opportunity to see professional artists at work. A
variety of performance opportunities are available to all students.

Dance

All students in Key Stage 3 have dance lessons, most of them in a specially
created dance studio. Dance skills are developed, and through them different
cultures are explored. Dance is explored as a means of communication and
interpretation, and the skills mentioned above are developed throughout the
Key Stage.

Drama

All students in Key Stage 3 are taught Drama. The skills and conventions of
the subject are used to promote self- confidence, co-operation in small and
large groups, communication skills and to develop imagination. There are
many performance opportunities, both within lessons and at other times.

Music

Music is taught to all students in Key

Stage 3. Students have access to the

latest technology with which to devise

work. Teaching takes place in a purpose-

built suite of rooms. An appreciation of a

wide range of musical styles is developed.

Students have the opportunity to benefit

from individual tuition from peripatetic

teachers of brass, strings, woodwind and

percussion instruments without charge in Key Stage 3, continuing for those
who opt for BTEC Performing Arts.

Students are also given opportunities to perform in extra- curricular groups.
There are a variety of instrumental groups who rehearse regularly and
perform in assemblies and talent shows.



Physical Education

Students at Aldersley High School
experience a broad and well balanced
PE curriculum where they are given
the opportunity to participate in each
area of the curriculum. PE is taught in
a fun-filled, safe environment where all
students are given the opportunity to
reach their potential.

Activities that students participate in
include basketball, football, netball,
swimming, gymnastics, outdoor and
adventurous activities, badminton,
rounders and athletics.

At Key Stage 4, students are given the

chance to make their own choices and

follow a pathway of activity that is best

suited to their needs and interests.

Students are actively encouraged to

make links with local clubs, activity centres and gyms. The benefits of a
healthy life and the enjoyment of sport for both recreational use and
competition are underpinned throughout each module of work.

Students also get the chance to study GCSE PE and complete numerous
Leadership and Coaching badges that allows them the chance to pass on
their knowledge to the younger students.

Outside of lessons, the PE department run extensive competitive clubs.
Teams are entered into local leagues in football, basketball, netball, cricket,
rounders, athletics and cross-country. Recreational clubs also run in activities
including swimming, badminton, gymnastics and health fitness.

Information Technology

Information Technology is a central feature of Aldersley High School. The
importance of IT cannot be under-estimated if we are to equip students with
the necessary skills and knowledge for the future.

Word-processing, data handling, spreadsheets and control are all features of
our IT provision and, coupled with access to the Internet, are delivered by all
staff. Students in Key Stage 3 are taught the essential skills in Year 7 which
are then put into practice across all subjects in Years 8 and 9. All students
continue to study IT in Key Stage 4 and it forms a key element of our Post 16
provision.



Key Stage 4

BTEC First Certificates

In Year 10 students can choose from a
range of BTEC First Qualifications. These
include Business, Health and Social Care,
Information Technology or Performing
Arts.

The courses are equivalent to two GCSE
passes.

A mixture of examinations and coursework
will see students stretched to their full
potential.

Equal Opportunities and Race Equality

The school has a specific policy that sets out the commitment of Aldersley
High School in the pursuit of equal opportunity principles and practice. The
policy focuses on issues of ethnicity, gender, racial awareness, disability and
special educational needs (SEN). Aldersley High School is totally committed
to implementing its duties under the Race Relations (Amendment) Act 2000
and the Human Rights Act of 1998.

A full copy of the policy is available from the Headteacher's Personal
Assistant.

Access for Disabled Students

The school has ramps at the main entrances and at various sites around the
school that include the school dining area, sports hall, Art and Humanities
areas. There is a passenger lift to provide access to the first floor and corridor
doors are kept permanently open by magnetic retainers, enabling easy
movement around the building. There are toilets for disabled students and
staff.

Especially important for visually impaired students is the colour contrast
flooring at all staircases and landings.



Special Needs including Gifted and Talented Student s

The special educational needs of students are identified prior to joining the
school with further assessment taking place on entry. For example a
standardised reading test identifies any specific difficulties with reading so that
work and support can be targeted accordingly. Each year group is reviewed
regularly by curriculum teams. Support is provided in the classroom through
core curriculum subjects for these students and extends throughout the age
range.

Mini-School classes have been put into place for students who find the
transition into secondary education challenging. The Mini-School gives
students some of the familiarity of primary school within the secondary school
setting. There are three separate teaching groups for year groups 7, 8 and 9.
Each group is made up of approximately twelve students, each with a
specially trained Mini-School teacher.

Exceptionally able students are identified by their primary school as well as by
assessment on entry. All teachers are made aware of their needs through the
provision of appropriate data and through the school's review of progress
cycle.

Aldersley High School has a Resource Base for students with Language and
Communication needs. Here students receive individual support although the
emphasis is on full integration in all aspects of the curriculum. A speech and
language therapist works closely with the students and teaching staff.

The school also has excellent working relationships with external agencies
including educational psychologists, services for the hearing and visually
impaired and the Local Authority special needs support team.

Sex Education

Our Policy

All students have a right of access to a programme of sex education provided
as part of the Personal, Social and Health Education programme.

The programme is aimed at supporting the development of students and
preparing them for adult life and the responsibilities of parenthood.



Information is provided to help students to develop an understanding of key
issues such as sexual development and behaviour, contraception, HIV and
AIDS.

The importance of personal integrity and moral values are emphasised and
students are helped to recognise the negative consequences of sexual
activity.

The whole policy is available to parents on request.

Parents who have a concern about the curriculum are encouraged to discuss
the matter with the Headteacher in the first instance. Any unresolved matters
may be referred to the Governing Body. Parents should write to the Clerk of
the Governing Body.

A full copy of the Governors' Statement on the Secular Curriculum is available
from the school office.

Period 7 Enrichment Programme

As part of the school policy to ensure that all students get the chance to
develop their interests and abilities to the full, the Period 7 Enrichment
Programme is an option programme which runs from 2.50pm to 3.50pm
Monday to Friday. There is a wide range of activities for students to opt into
and they can change their choice of activity each term.

These include:

Art-Batik and Tie Dying
Badminton

Basketball

Book Club

Boys Football

Business First BTEC
Crafts and Card making
Ceramics-making clay pots
Creative RE

English GCSE coursework
Fitness

Gardening at Lee House
Geography Club

Girls Football

Health and Social Care BTEC First
History GCSE

Kite making and flying

ICT BTEC First

Learn Sign Language
Making and Flying Rockets
Maths Games

Maths GCSE

Media GCSE



Netball

Oil Painting
Product Design GCSE
Prom Committee
Rocket Club
Rugby

School Production
Science BTEC
Science Club
Science GCSE
Spanish
Swimming
Technology GCSE
Trampolining

The school also arranges a number of foreign visits that support the
curriculum and give students the chance to expand their horizons as well as
to help them to understand cultures different to our own.

Careers Guidance

Careers Education and Guidance is provided for all students in school. In
years 7, 8 and 9 there is a structured careers programme that is taught by the
Form Tutor through My Futures. Students have access to careers databases
and websites and so can begin to plan their own career paths from very early
on.

In years 10 and 11 the careers programme continues but focuses more on
learning the skills needed in readiness for work placements and work
experience and ultimately, to gain a college place or enter employment.

Students in years 11, 12 and 13 can also request an interview with the
CONNEXIONS Personal Advisor, who joins us once a week from Prospects
Careers Service.

Any student, who is recognised as having needs over and above those of
mainstream students, will have the opportunity to attend regular meetings with
the Connexions PA. These will take place twice or three times a year.

Work Experience

Work Experience is an integral part of the Careers Education Programme at
Aldersley High School.

In Year 9 and 10, students work on self presentation skills, application and
interview techniques that lead on to a work placement in a local organisation
of their choice. The school has built up close relations with many local
employers and students are placed with organisations that are committed to
bringing out the very best in our students. Such organisations are fully
recognised by the Local Education Authority and have regular Health and
Safety checks. Our Experiential Learning Coordinator visits all our students on
placement to monitor their progress.



Behaviour, Work & Encouragement

We see the school as a community that enables students, teachers and
associate members of staff to work together. School rules exist to maintain a
well- ordered, purposeful atmosphere in the school. Each form teacher
ensures that our students understand these rules. A high standard of conduct
in school, on the way to and from school and in public places is expected of
all students.

Discipline
We anticipate that parents will fully support us in our efforts to maintain
standards.

On occasions, it may be necessary to detain a student after school, perhaps
to complete work or to discuss a matter with a teacher. We retain the right to
do this without notice for up to ten minutes each day.

Parents will be given 24 hours notice in writing or by text message if their child
is required to remain in school beyond ten minutes for a school detention.
Such detentions may last for up to an hour.

Homework

Homework is seen as both important and necessary. Students in all Key
Stages can expect to be given homework, details of which are contained in a
homework timetable.

Parents are encouraged to take an interest in their child's homework which
will be written down by the student in the Student Planner.

Co-operation

We encourage students to work, learn and grow together in an atmosphere of
respect and co-operation. We have a clear anti-bullying policy developed by
staff and students. All students understand, through PHSE and tutorial
programmes, the harm that bullying does and why it is unacceptable. Neither
racist nor sexist attitudes are tolerated.

Rewards

We believe that the development of self-discipline requires encouragement
and support. We are proud of our system whereby students are rewarded for
good work, service to the community, outstanding personal achievement and
success generally. We believe that only through reward and encouragement
will students find self- esteem and confidence in life.

Daily Report

Students whose work or behaviour is persistently unsatisfactory may be
placed on Daily Report by the Form Teacher, Pastoral Manager or, in very
serious cases, by the Headteacher or Deputy Headteacher. Parents are
asked to inspect the report each day.



Exclusion

We have few difficult problems. When we do, parents co- operate so that
solutions are positive, forward looking and in the best interests of all
concerned. In exceptional cases very serious offenders or persistent
wrongdoers may be excluded from the school by the Headteacher. Parents
will always be informed and are asked to come into school to discuss the
situation. A Temporal Inclusion Facility ensures that no learning time is lost
during the period of the exclusion from mainstream school.

If a parent does feel that an exclusion of his or her child is inappropriate, then
the parent has the right to make representation to the school governors.

Pastoral Care

Every effort is made to create a happy and stable learning environment. We
co-operate closely with primary teachers and a carefully planned introductory
programme for all new students reduces the anxiety of changing schools.
Before joining in Year 7, students visit the school with their parents to meet
teachers. They also spend three full days at Aldersley High School before
they leave their Primary School.

Students usually have the same form tutor throughout their school life. We
maintain close links with parents who are encouraged to keep in contact with
the school.

Student Target and Review (STAR) meetings are held with form tutors. These
ensure that each student has clear learning targets to work towards. Parents
are warmly invited and encouraged to attend the STAR meetings, in order to
take an active part in their child's education.

Parental Involvement

Parents are involved in a paired reading scheme. We encourage parents to
join our adult learning classes. Parents are also welcome to make use of our
extensive facilities. Several of the school governors are parents.

Other Links

Links with local primary schools are extensive. Shared projects, conferences
and staff exchanges are commonplace.

Industrial partnerships stimulate the curriculum and relate directly to subjects.
The involvement of industrialists in workshop sessions is highly valued.

School Security

The safety of students and the wider school community is a prime concern of
the school. A safe school environment is provided through a variety of
strategies. These include staff supervision, security locks on all doors and a
system of passes which ensure that any student leaving the site has written
permission from their parents.



